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PLANTING  SEEDS OF JOY 

GROWING  A COMMUNITY  OF 

FAITH  
 

2010 FALL KICK-OFF 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2010 

10AM & 7PM 
 

WORSHIP @ 10:00AM & 7:00PM 

SUNDAY SCHOOL (K-6) REGISTRATION 

CONFIRMATION (7&8) REGISTRATION  

PLANTING  SEEDS OF JOY, GROWING GIFTS OF FAITH - FACILITY  AND 

MISSION DEDICATION 

OUTDOOR PICNIC WITH GREAT FOOD AND FUN GAMES 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

PLANTING SEEDS OF JOY  

GROWING A COMMUNITY OF FAITH  

 
It stood tall and strong for as long as I could remember, guarding the banks of the small river that gently flowed into the lake 

where I have enjoyed spending my summer vacations since I was a young child.  This tall majestic Norway pine stretched high 

into the heavens and forever seemed immortal, until that one night, when the skies where suddenly blanketed with dark clouds, 

thunderous booms, hair raising lightning and a wind that boldly bellowed for hours on end.  In just a matter of hours that tree 

that stood so majestically before and throughout my child, adolescent and young adult years was suddenly resting parallel to the 

river, not snapped in two, but plucked out of the soil, the whole root system and all.   

 

These colossal displays of natureõs sheer power are certainly not unusual in the environment in which we live.  I would venture 

to guess the majority of you have witnessed the aftermath of such powerful storms, perhaps even this year.  It has been my ob-

servation that more often than not, those trees which are close to water are often among the hardest hit in such powerful 

storms for their roots are often exposed and fragile as the surrounding soil erodes away.  In contrast, trees that have a deep 

root system, formed out of years of adversity and drought are among the strongest, the most secure.  They survive because they 

have had to struggle before. They reach deeply and boldly for that which gives them nourishment.  Trees seek out the good soil 

in order to stretch ever higher in their growth.  Maturity and development is not just an upward happening for trees must be 

filled with that which strengthens them before they can stretch out into the world.  Trees must first establish a solid root system, 

a solid foundation on which they can grow.  In all honesty, trees have much to teach us about how to live. 

 

In Paulõs letter to the Colossians he writes, òAs you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him, 

rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.ò  So often we measure 

the òsuccessó of the church using only two factors. . . one. . . how many people are in the pews on Sunday morning and two. . . 

how much or how little ends up in the offering plate.  By no means do I intend to minimize the significance of these two factors. 

After all, I too, would love to see our sanctuary filled from front to back and top to bottom . . . and I too would love to see an 

end to the financial challenges of the church, but if we only use these two factors as a means of measuring church growth, our 

roots will run quite shallow and always be susceptible to being uprooted on a momentõs notice for the most significant and life 

giving factor would be missing. . .Christ.  

 

Christ has called us to live our lives in him, rooted and built up in him and established in faith.  When we seek to live in this way, 

as individuals and as a community of faith the Gospel comes to life through our thoughts, words and deeds and it is through our 

actions and our faith in Jesus that we can help establish a root system that will reach deeply and boldly for that which gives nour-

ishment. . . Christ.  

 

In just the past months, I have witnessed our congregation planting seeds of joy in growing a community of faith.  This past spring 

we celebrated the seeds of joy that had been planted at the 5th annual ZOOM Houseõs fundraiser. . . yes we raised just over 

$25,000, but more importantly we heard how ZOOMõs mission and ministry is transforming lives for the better from a recent 

graduate.  The ministry of ZOOM House was again recognized for its mission and ministry on July 22, 2010 when ZOOM was 

awarded $898,550.00 to go towards improving the building, and in turn providing a better place to call home for our residents 

and participants.   

 

In June we experienced our greatest day camp numbers in recent time.  But more importantly, those 50 kids experienced a week 

of fun and faith as our building was bursting at the seams.  Youth Farm welcomed several hundred kids into their summer pro-

gram, many of whom call Zion home for the summer as they learn about urban agriculture, community organizing and healthy 

living.  Many of you are enjoying the fruits of their labor through your investment in Community Supported Agriculture (CSAs). 
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On The òMarkó 
By Pastor Mark 



Pastor ................................................................................................................................. Mark Schmid 

Minister of Music & Outreach ....................................................................................... Steve Peters 

Administrative Volunteer .............................................................................................. Deana Miller 

Lyndale Community Dinner Dietician and Chef .............................................. Karen Blanchard 

Jan Pro Custodial Services ....................................................................................... Dwight Stewart 

 

The Messenger is published monthly for the congregation of Zion Evangelical Lutheran 

Church, 128 West 33rd Street, Minneapolis, MN 55408, (612) 824-1017. Articles and 

other materials will be accepted before 5:00pm on the 16th of the month prior to  

publication. Please e-mail submissions to Pastor Mark at mschmid@zionchurchmpls.org 

or place them in the Messenger mailbox located in the Church Office. 

Zionõs Staff 

President/Finance/Endowment .................................................................................... Stan Nelson 

Vice President/Congregational Life ................................................................... Anne Ingvoldstad  

Secretary/Worship .................................................................................................. Tammy Fuentes 

Congregational Life/Property ................................................................................ Marilyn Nyberg 

Finance/Outreach ........................................................................................................... Gary Larsen 

Learning ........................................................................................................................ Marge Cluckey  

Outreach/Recovery .................................................................................................. Jerry Allardyce 

Property ....................................................................................................................... Roger Dokken 

Youth Liaison/Property ................................................................................................ Charlie Metz  

ZOOM House Liaison......................................................................................................... Stan Due 

Treasurer (non-voting member of council) ......................................................... Carl Hendrickson 

Zionõs Church Council Members 
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The church office is open  

9:00am ð1:00pm  

Monday through Friday  

 

 

In case of a pastoral  

emergency , please call  

(612) 325-1093. 

Zion Youth Shareholder Dinner Scheduled for  

September 20, 2010 @ 6:30pm  
Those who purchased òstockó in Zionõs Youth are invited to the Annual Shareholderõs Dinner on Monday, Sep-

tember 20th in Zionõs Banquet Room.  Come and hear how your investment is growing and maturing as our 

Youth òshareó with you about their summer adventures in Minnesota, Montana and Wisconsin.  Thank you Share-

holders!   


